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Heritage: radio archives at the INA
INA, Communications Service
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A race against time...
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Digitalization

Cost of one-hour programme

Radio

Disc 78 rpm: �500

Magnetic tape: �80

DAT cassettes: �55

Television

Film

– Mechanical renovation: �650

– Video transfer and digitalization: �315

1” and 2” tapes: �90

¾” video cassette: �70
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Rareness value
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Artistic value
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Professional value
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State of the fund
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radio archives        at the INA xx

Period covered Physical units Programme hours

Radio 1,156,700 574,800

78 rpm discs, 1933 – 1955 276,000 23,000
direct recording
Magnetic tapes since 1950 806,700 515,000
DAT tapes since 1990 9,000 11,800
Audio CD since 1999 65,000 25,000

Overview of radio archives



4 DIFFUSION online – 2003/39

4��	���������	���	#���	�����
�����
����	�	����	���&�	���	����	#����	����
�	67/%89	���	��	�����	67�	4���
������������	�������	����	�������	��
�����	 ��	 �	 ����	 �����	 �
	 �������	 +
����&��	����	����	#�	���������	"����
��	�	��������	����������

:�	����	��	���	���	�����	�
	���	��"

�������	���	���������	"��&�	�������
��������	 ��������	 ����	 �
	 �������	 ��
����	���	��������	���	���������	���
�����������	 ���&��	 ��	 #�������	 ��"
�������	
����������

4��	��������	�
	���	���������	���	#�
���������	#��

� ������������	 ���	 �������	 "����
�������	 ����������	 ����������

;+<�	����	��	���	
��	����������
#�	 ) �!�	 �	 ��������	 ����	 ��
����������	"���	 ���	 ��
�	 �
	 �����

�������

� ����������	 �����	 ��	 ��������
�������	���&��

� ���������	 �������	 ��������	 ����/
������	"����	�����	=�����
�����>
�������	�����������

� ���	 ����������	 �����	"����	 ���
����	��	������������

+�	 ���	 �������	 �����	 ��	 ���	 �����	 �


;+<�	 ����������	 "�	 "����	 ����
#��"���	!	���?	,*	�����	���������
��	 ���	 
�������	"����	 �$�����	 ���
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 Television

 Radio

 Total

Total number
of hours

preserved1

860,000

910,000

1,770,000

Number of hours
preserved by the

Dépôt Legal

430,000

475,000

905,000

Number of hours
preserved by

Archives

535,000

575,000

1,110,000

Number of hours
under threat

335,700

497,500

833,200

Number of hours
processed

63,600

31,000

94,600

Number of hours
to be processed

430,000

475,000

905,000

�� �������	
��	
���
�
�����	���
������
��
�����
��
����������
�
��������

�	
���
�����
���
�
����
�
������������
�������

Volume of INA archives (to 31 December 2002)

Archive statuts according to format, by hours and volume
(forecast end 2003)

State of radio archives in 11 years time at current conservation rate
(Today, 6,050 hours of magnetic tapes, 920 hours of DAT, 310 hours of 78s)

�����

Volume

to be saved

(beginning 2015)

Volume

already saved

(beginning of 2015)

78 rpm discs 
to be saved (3.89%)

78 rpm discs 
already saved (0.27%)

Magnetic t
apes already saved (6.9%)

DAT cassettes already saved (0.63%)

DAT cassettes sti
ll to

 be saved (1.83%)

Magnetic t
apes sti

ll to
 be saved (86.48%)
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Financing the plan
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��#/������������	 ���	 �������	 ����

Simultaneous radio broadcast Deteriorated records, direct recording
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Choice of programmes to
conserve


;+	 ���	 �����	����	 ��������	 ��	 ���
��������
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	������	�
	���	�������
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�	 )  )	 ������������	 ���
��������2�����	 ����������	 "���
�����������	��/�����	��	����	�����
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����	�
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Conserved all?

4���	��	���	
����������	��������	G�
��	��"�	 ���	"���	 =��������>	��	 ���
�$��������	=����	��������>	���	#���
����	������	����	=���������>�	4��	����
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	 �������	 ����	 �
	 ���
����������	��	���	�	�������	�����	��
������	����������#��	
��	���	����������


�	 "���	 #�	 ��������#��	 ��	��&�	 �
���������	 �
	 ���	 ���������	 ���	 ���
��

������	��	���#��	��	��	�����
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;+	 ������	 ������	 "������	 ��
�����
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RAI and the BBC

+��	��D��	 �������	 �������	 ���	 
����
"���	 ���	 ���#��	 ��������	 �

��������2�����	 ���	 ������������	 �

�����������

+�	%+
�	���	������	��	�����	1)!�   
�����	�
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�����������	 !)�   	 �����	 �

������

� ���������	 �	 =����������>
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������	���������	(�	���	���	�

)  )�	�	�����	�
	)��-  	�����	�
	�����
����������	���	#���	��������2���	#��
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Magnetic tape fed through tape-recorder
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It is the mission of the Institut

National de l’Audiovisuel (INA) to

conserve and exploit one of the

world’s oldest and most extensive

archives of radio and television

documents.

It comprises cinema newsreels,

programmes broadcast by national

and regional public channels, and a

photographic library.

 * Recommendations

Radio

· That the systematic conservation

and selective restoration of discs

be continued;

· That the systematic conservation

of spoken newscasts and certain

news magazines be continued;

· That recordings conserved in

analogue format before the

plan be transferred to a digital

format (and later on to digital

files).

Music

· Priority should be given to living

music to guarantee the diversity

of the musical repertoire and

the history of performers.

· For programmes of musical

analysis, magazines and

documentaries: drastic selections

based on the quality of the

producer and his guests, the

originality and the approach and

the living musical performances

rather than record playing.

Cinema and theatre

Examples: “History without

pictures” or “stage arts”

�����

Radio fiction

· Give privilege to radio fiction;

· Provide samples of programmes

by politically active troupes in

the post-war period;

· Ignore collections to pay better

attention to individual works,

authors, directors and actors.

Creative documentaries

Select programmes from the radio

creation workshop based on criteria

such as radio creation, contemporary

art, and the quality of guests.

Documentaries

· Continue to conserve collections

of documentaries that have

great re-use potential;

· Provide samples of productions

that are living evidence of the

history of programmes and the

radio’s individual style.

Recording support for radio (France)

http://www.ina.fr

