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When farmers mow their meadows
fawns are in danger of being killed.
Instead of running away
they cower in the grass.

The only way to prevent this

is to search the meadows for fawns
before mowing starts.

Members of the Animal Protection
Society and schoolchildren

therefore organise frequent searches
in Odenwald every May and June.

They search very methodically.

In rows one or two metres apart,

they search every inch of the meadow.
Today four school-classes

are taking part in the search.

They don't have much time.

It's already 9 a.m.

In two hours the farmer starts mowing.
He informed the Society yesterday.

The children are lucky.

Within minutes, they find a fawn
that is only a few days old.
Ursula Ruihenbeck knows that
she must avoid any skin contact
or the fawn will smell of humans,
and its mother would reject it.
The fawn is placed in a crate
until the mowing is done.

Only then can it be set free.

Its mother will collect it later.
Their calls and their scent

help them stay in touch.

The children find another fawn
in the next meadow too.

The problem is, this fawn

is several weeks old

and able to run away

and hide again.

The helpers wouldn't find it

in time. It wouldn't have a chance.
Ute Bernhard from the Protection
Society brings it to safety.

Its mother leaps about,

afraid for her youngster.

Not to worry. When the mowing
is done, they will be reunited.
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Once the search is over, the farmer
can mow with a clear conscience.

This time eleven fawns were saved
and set free again

once the mowing was done.
Without the help of their friends
they wouldn't have survived today.



