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00:19:33 People have been wearing hats for ages… 

…to protect their heads or simply to make them look nice. 
 

00:19:42 In the middle ages women wore hats like this one.  
A clever princess came up with the idea when she used a wide piece of 
ribbon to cover up her ugly chin.  
 

00:19:51 Sometime later women wanted to look tall and regal. So they made the hats 
higher …. 
 
….and higher 
 
…and higher. 
 

00:20:01 Of course knights wore another... and certainly much more solid type of 
headwear! 
…which was certainly necessary! 
 

00:20:07 Once gunpowder was invented it made the suits of armour quite redundant 
since they didn’t offer any protection against the new firearms. 
In their place came the musketeer costume... along with this hat of course! 
 

00:20:18 
 
 
00:20:25 

When the French king, Louis XIV went bald, he hid the fact under a wig. 
However... his hat wouldn’t stay on!   
 
So he came up with a new type of hat: a hat that you didn’t wear on your 
head but carried under your arm  
 

00:20:31 The ladies, however, did manage to still fit a richly decorated hat on top of 
their high hairdos.  
 

00:20:39 
00:20:43 

Many years later it was Napoleon’s turn to set the fashion. 
When he was defeated no one wanted to know about him any more and so his 
hats ended up… in the rubbish bin.… 
 
 

00:20:48 The English top hat was a great success!  
Men believed that they looked tall and slim in them.  
Women wore a veil.  
 

00:21:02 
 

The next hat to become popular was the bowler hat!  
This hat had the clownish antics of film star Charlie Chaplin to thank for its 
success.  
 



00:21:10 When the car came along it was accompanied by a new hat that stayed on 
tightly and also offered protection against the dust. 
 

00:21:17 However, on warm, lazy summer days men and women got out their straw 
hats.  
 

00:21:24 After the First World War women wore their hair short. This bell-shaped hat 
fitted their hairstyles perfectly.  
 

00:21:32 There then followed a period when especially youngsters found wearing a hat 
pretty stupid.   
 

00:21:37 Kings and queens however carried on wearing them!  
 
And pretty sizeable ones too!!!  
 

00:21:47 Recently wearing a hat is “in” again. It’s mainly film stars and pop stars who 
determine hat fashion nowadays. (like the rapper, Eminem, with his famous 
cap) 
 

00:21:57 And yet there’s one hat that has never been out of fashion and that’s the 
trilby. 
 
It’s been around for a long time and is still worn today because it’s not only 
comfortable but keeps the rain off.  
A good old-fashioned hat, right! 
 

 
 

 
 
 


