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Ancient Egyptians appreciated
what salt was worth.

They were the first to discover

that food pickled in salt stays fresh.

And also tastes better that way.
The Egyptian recipe for pickled
vegetables was famous back then.
Even dead pharaohs pickled in salt
stayed fresh longer.

It appears to have worked wonders.
The Emperor of China was the first
to make a fortune with salt.

He invented the salt tax
and collected enough taxes
to build the Great Wall of China.

Another thing the Chinese discovered:

some salts, saltpetre in this case,
should be handled with care.

They invented a very explosive mix:
gunpowder.

The Romans loved salt too.
They often called their roads
Via Salaria: Salt Road.
Valuable salt was even part
of a Roman soldier's wage.
The northern Celts

had a taste for salt

but not for the Romans.

All Europe has them to thank
for cured foods,

salted ham and other meats
that is.

The Celts never went to Timbuktu.
Yet they would have loved it

for the Sahara is full of salt.
Saharan rulers traded in salt

and grew very rich.

They had salt enough to build
palaces and houses of salt rock.



