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My name is Fatma Abdo Omar 
From Abou-Seir Village 

 
I 'm 10 years old 

 
I have 6 brothers & sisters 
All go to school except me 

 
I asked dad to send me 

To school 
 

But he said" Boys only go to school 
Girls needn't to 

 
Why should you go to school? 

No use of that" 
 

Why do my brothers go to school? 
 

"Shut up", he said 
It's no need to go to school 

 
You should look after our livestock 
They're bare essentials for our life 
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I told him I'd not go to the field 
& help you 

 
You go by yourself &let's see 
What you will come up with 

 
He said ' I can’t do the job without you
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'Ok, send me to school & 
I will do whatever you want 

 
 

He said ' No school ' 
 

My cousin used to tease me 
Coz she goes to school 

 
Each time my brothers sit to study 

I do not know what to do 
 

I went to mom and started crying 
 

- She asked ' why do you cry? 
 

- "My dad does not want 
Me to go to school" 

 

 
TC IN: 03:10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I tried hardly to convince 
Dad to let me go to school 

 
He said "you are beyond school age 

You are 10 years" 
 

I knew that many schools 
Were built in our village 

 
For girls who are beyond school age 

 
I told my father about that 

He said " you should study hard 
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If you do not succeed 
There will be no school 

 

TC IN: 03: 45 
TC OUT: 03:56 

- We want to apply for this school 
- Welcome 

 
TC IN: 04.05 
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Today is my first day at school 
I'm worried & don't know what to do 

 
I don’t know what to do 
Make things easy, Lord 

 
- What is your name? 

- Fatma ALy 
 

- How old are you 
- I'm 10 

 
- What would you like to be? 

- A lawyer 
 

- Why? 
- To defend the wronged 
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In the dawn to school 
I dreamt that I succeeded 

 
& threw a party 

 
So I thought it's a good omen 

 
TC IN: 04.55 

 
 
 
 

for the pegs 
What is the color of the peg, Saf'a? 

 
Bright blue 
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- Fatma, How many pegs do you have?
- Two 

 
Only two yellow pegs 

 
I've three red pegs 

 
 

For the clay, what did you shape? 
 

She shaped number 3 with clay 
 

Here is number 2 
 

And this is 1 
 
 

I learned a lot from math 
 

If I go to buy I Kilo of tomato 
That costs 1 L.E 

 
And paid the vendor 5 pounds 
the rest should be 4 pounds 

 
Now I am able to do 
precise calculations 

TC IN:05:49 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It took only few days to know 
the girls and the school quite well 

 
I go to the Art corner 

to make dolls & draw picture 
 

I like to draw a flower, a house, 
a doll, people & many other things 
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TC OUT: 06: 29 
- What did you draw Fatma? 

A flag, a palm, the Nile & a cat 
TC IN: 06.33 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TC OUT: 06.58 

The way to school is a very long one 
 

It takes 1 hour on foot 
 

But it takes 30 minutes by bus 
 
 

My legs ash so I decided to save 
Some of my pocket money 

 
So I can take a bus to school 
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Oh, pigeons 
Beautiful creatures 

 
White pigeons 

Symbol of peace 
 

A brown one  
Stands on my shoulder 

 
Oh beautiful pigeons  

Nice to see, nice to call 
TC IN: 07.25 
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I live close to the Saqqara pyramid 
but I never visited it 

 
I’m so happy that I’ll visit it 

 
TC IN: 07.43 

 
 
 
 
 

It is the first time for me 
to go on a trip with my friends 

 
We visited the step-pyramid 

The first to be ever built 
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- How are you grandma? 
- Fine 

 
I really miss you grandma 

come to see you before going to school
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At school, it's not only education 
I do activities that I ' never did before 

 
Like going on a trip, 

Acting & singing 
 

I am Egyptian, 
my name is Lila 

 
I am American & my name is Deen 

 
I am African & my name is Hanadi 

 
I am Japanese & my name is Ocheen 

 
I am British & my name is Lucy 

 
We love  peace 
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I do lots of things 
I tell stories also to my friends 

 
Say; There is no God but Allah 

There is no God but Allah 
 

There were three lambs 
Out in the wilderness 

 
The eldest said let's do something 

everyone builds a house 
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The eldest build a house of reed 

The second built one of mud 
 

The third built one of bricks 
 

TC IN: 09:12 
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I am happy that I stood against Dad 
& convinced him to let me go to school

 
I am so happy that I go to school 

 
TC IN :09:30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After going to school my day 
Has been totally altered 

 
I clean the house in the morning 
Then get dressed to go to school 

 
There I study Math, Arabic 

Religion & English 
 
 

We finish at 1. pm 
 

Then I go home , have my launch 
ride my donkey & go to the field 

 
There I feed the animals 

And give them water 
 

I also look after the land 
Irrigate the soil 

 
Harvest okra pods till 

my uncle comes & helps me 
 

and we do the harvest together 
 

I go back home, eat my dinner 
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& start to study hard 
 

In spite of all hardships 
My dream will come true 
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I exert much effort at the field 
 

So, sometimes, I go to class 
Very tired & feel sleepy 
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- Come here Fatma, 
 

- What is this? 
- Ewer 

 
- Write the word down, please 
- Use this to clean the board 
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- What's up Fatma? 
 

Try again 
 

You cannot write it? 
 
 

Who can write "ewer?" 
Come on here 
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I wish I could write it right 
 

My mates laughed at me 
 

I was disappointed & decided 
to study hard to be second to none 

-  
TC IN: 12:51 

 
 

Pigeon, chicken 
Faster , faster 
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Oh, home land 
We love you so much  

 
We sacrifice ourselves for you 

 
You bestow us with care, health 

And education 
TC IN: 13:22 
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Tomorrow I have an exam 
 

I am so worried but I will try 
To do it right & pass 
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Thank you Yasmeen 
 

Any one knows the third word? 
Think carefully to do it right 

 
Go on Fatma 

 
TC IN: 14:03 
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W-O-N-D-E-R-S 
 

You composed it like this 
say it first before composing 

 
Wonders 

 
Spell it before writing it down 

 
W-O-N-D-E-R-S 

 
Thanks, write it down 

 
Excellent Fatma 

 
She wrote 'wonders' 

Thank you 
 

Clap your hands for her  
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I am so happy, first time to feel so 
 

I will go on till I get 
A university degree in law 
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synopsis 

The documentary of 

The Nile Thematic Channels 
Egypt 

 
 
Fatma was brought up in a household that prohibits the education of 
girls. Her father is the one who rejects this.  Fatma feels that she is a 
destitute of the right enjoyed by her brothers and relatives.  She yearns 
for education and discusses the issue with her father who is completely 
against her going to school. So, she threatens that if he insists on 
preventing her from joining the school she will never help him again in 
his works. He agrees. Unfortunately, Fatma is old to join an ordinary 
school. This disappointed her. However, a new hope is created: there are 
some schools built to educate girls whose age is older than the ordinary 
student. She went with a friend of her and prepared all the documents 
and now she is able to join the school.  
 
 
 
 
 

 


