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November 5, 2005 
 

Documentary synopsys film named "Tamar wants to hear" 
  
 
In a few months Tamar’s life will be completely changed. She will start hearing sounds 
she has never heard before, a new range  of sounds, richer and more colorful. 
 
In three weeks from now Tamar will be operated and two Cochlear Implants will be 
implanted in both her ears, and hopefully , after a long period of recovery, her hearing  
Abilities will be regained.  
Question: Are you afraid of the operation? 
Tamar: Slightly, I fear spiders more 
Question: What do you fear most? 
Tamar: That it is going to hurt, and that I will hear with both my ears. 
 
Tamar, a ten and a half years old charming, beautiful girl was born with a very serious 
hearing problem. The left ear was slightly working , while the right one wasn’t at all.  
When she was 2 years old , her parents took her to the U S and there she had the 
Cochlear implantation. At that time very few children had this operation . 
Her problem was not completely solved, music was not heard properly, but it saved her 
from complete deafness.  
Tamar: Do you see this picture? 
I love it the most. It’s me and dad before the operation.  
 
Tamar has been growing up in a perfectly normal environment, getting along pretty 
well with her partly hearing ears. She has acquired her speaking abilities using her 
hearing capabilities (her mother worked with her) ,and she didn’t have to learn to 
communicate using the signs language. Her friends got used to her. She wore a 
hearing device around her ear which was connected to a sound processor belted 
around her waist which transmited the sounds to the implant . Everything was working 
quite well until a year an a half ago. The implant had gradually stopped functioning  
and that made her learning experience more and more difficult. She hears less and 
less, she cannot join  her friends during breaks anymore. Today it is very difficult for 
her to talk to more than one person in the same time and she cannot talk on the phone 
as she used to do .  
 
Her friends have started to laugh at he  when she asks  “what” all the time  and she 
feels she is ignored by them most of the time. She has become more and more isolated 
in her silent world. Her parents  have decided that time is short and that a new 
operation is inevitable. If Tamar is not having the operation in the near future she will 
become completely deaf’, without her old  friends and incapable to connect with the 
deaf people because she does not know  their language! The doctor’s advice is to have 
the operation during the summer holiday so she will have all the time she needed to 
recover.  
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Tamar is afraid of the operation and she tries not to think too much about the future. 
Sometimes when she is very sad she takes off the hearing device  and disconnects 
herself from  her reality. 
 
 
 
Tamar: Do you know what I hear when I take off  the hearing device? 
What? 
Tamar: I hear the voice of a girl who is there inside me and wants to play with me. 
 
One of Tamar’s favorite place to play is the tree house . There she has fun with her sick 
dog and her cats ,with no worries connected with her hearing problems. 
 
She built the house together with her father,  her older sister Maayan and her  
grandmother. Tamar’ grandparents own  a carpentry studio and since she was 5 
she likes to work with wood. Her room is full of various peaces of furniture she has 
made in the studio.  
Tamar: In the carpentry studio you work in silence you do not need to speak at all 
.  
The operation Tamar is going to have is quite revolutionary and very complicated. 
They are going to change the old implant and in the same time implant an additional 
one in her other ear, through which she has never heard before. There are only few 
children in the world who  have had this certain operation. In Israel there are two girls, 
twins, friends of Tamar’s , and they are the ones who explain to Tamar about the 
operation . The twins told Tamar about the preparations before the operation which 
includes shaving Tamar’s beautiful hair and the heavy headaches after the operation. 
 
 
Tamar:You know what I love about myself? My long hair. My mother tells me that after 
the operation It will grow back as beautiful as before . 
 
 
After the operation Tamar will not hear at all for awhile , and then during the long 
recovering weeks she will have to learn to use the two implants. If Tamar’s operation 
will succeed her life will be changed completely.  There is also a small  chance that the 
implantation will succeed only partially, and then only one implant will function .The 
operation can be a failure too, and then Tamar will be deaf for the rest of her life.  
 
The film will follow the little girl during the biggest drama of her life. Is she going to live 
a life of silence or a life of sound.  
  
  
 
 
DIRECTOR: Amir Gera 
 
 
PRODUCER: Adriana Segal-Wittinig 
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Special Credits for the Music used to the film in addition to the Original Music: 
"Chiquititas" – Todo Todo by Chris Morena (  20 sec.)  
 
 
 
 
Director and Script Writer 
Amir Gera 

 
Producer 
Adriana Segal- Wittinig 

 
Executive Producer EBU 
Marion Creely 

 
Off-line Editor 
Patrick Hanna 

 
Production Coordinator 
Adi Cohen Govrin 

 
Camera 
Vodek Shultz 
Rami Littal 

 
Camera Assistant 
Yulia Nikitina 

 
 

Original Music 
Yoni Bloch 

 
On-line Editor 
Tel Aviv Studios 

 
English Translation 
Debbie Tore 

 
Sound Mix 
Rony Kalderon 

 
Graphics 
Elad Cohen 

 
Head of Department- IBA 
Children and Youth Programs 
Daniella Gardosh- Santo 

 
Public relations IBA 
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Linda Magor 
 

Special Thanks 
Shternberg Family 
Tel Hashomer Hospital  

 
IBA 
Israel Broadcasting Authority 
 
 

Press Release  film named "Tamar wants to hear" 
 
 

The Israeli documentary called "Tamar wants to hear"., tells the story of a10 years old 
girl , Tamar, who was born partly deaf. This coming summer she will be operated and 
two  special  implants will be implanted in both her ears  that are supposed to restore  
her hearing abbilities. We will  meet Tamar before the operation  at her school , with 
her friends, at home with her parents and great parents, dealing with her hearing 
problem and waiting for the operation.  
 
We will be with her in the operating room and we will visit her at home during the long 
days of her recovery.  
 
The film will follow Tamar during the biggest drama of her life. Is she going to hear  as 
a normal child , or is she going to be deaf for the rest of her life . 
 
The director of the film  Amir Gera, directed several documentaries, among them “ A 
fold  in the soul” , a film about  the  Israel writer , Iosel Bernstein, “Brother Daniel- the 
last Jew, which received the distinction at the Haifa international film  festival 2001, a 
film named "Spish" , Changes 2004. 
 
The producer, Adriana Segal-Wittinig, is IBA producer of youth and children 
programms. 
 
A special screening of all the documentaries will take place in Ponta Delgada  on the  
12 th of November 2005. 
 
After the screening, each participant will have the opportunity to choose the films it 
wishes to broadcast in its own country.  
 
Attached are the Press photos 
 
For additional information please contact Linda Magor PR Chanel1.tel.+972-2-5301628  
  
DIRECTOR: Amir Gera 
 
PRODUCER: Adriana Segal-Wittinig 
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Dialogues (English) film named "Tamar wants to hear" 
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