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Abstract

An abstract is required here (the formal scope appears later). It is likely that important parts of the scope will also appear in the abstract, however the abstract can be less formal and is primarily intended to inform the reader whether the content of the document is of interest.  This abstract will be used in descriptions of the eventually published document, on the Web and in the Journal.
An AES standard implies a consensus of those directly and materially affected by its scope and provisions and is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer, and the general public. The existence of an AES standard does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether or not he or she has approved the document, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not in agreement with the standard. Prior to approval, all parties were provided opportunities to comment or object to any provision. Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this AES standard or information document may be the subject of patent rights. AES shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patents. Approval does not assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to parties adopting the standards document. This document is subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition. Recipients of this document are invited to submit, with their comments, notification of any relevant patent rights of which they are aware and to provide supporting documentation.
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Foreword

This foreword is not part of the document-name.

The purpose of the foreword is to set out the origins and authorship of the document.  It is written by the Working Group chair.  

NOTE:  In AES standards documents, sentences containing the word “shall” are requirements for compliance with the document.  Sentences containing the verb “should” are strong suggestions (recommendations). Sentences giving permission use the verb “may”.  Sentences expressing a possibility use the verb “can”.  

DRAFT 

Descriptive Metadata for Audio Objects

Introduction

1 Scope

This standard sets forth the descriptive metadata elements that shall be used to describe the basic characteristics of audio digital objects from their creation and through numerous migrations.  These elements constitute the basic level of description required to define an audio digital object for archiving and use purposes.  In addition to descriptive metadata, audio digital objects are identified by administrative metadata and structural metadata which are the subject of other standards.  The descriptive metadata elements contained here are based primarily on two schema, the Dublin Core Element Set (1999) and the Core Bibliographic Record for Music and Non-music Sound Recordings (1996).  The elements contained in this standard have been harmonized with other relevant metadata sets developed for specific applications (EBU/SMPTE) wherever possible, specifically the EBU Role Authority List and the EBU Technical Document 3293 (2001). [It would be better to remove the detail from the scope because it should appear in the normative clauses below.]
2 Normative references

Dublin Core Metadata Element Set, Version 1.1: Reference Description.  1999-07-02 http://dublincore.org/documents/dces  [*]
DCMI Elements and Element Refinements - a current list identifier.  2002-10-06. (http://dublincore.org/usage/terms/dc/current-elements/) [*]
ISO 639-2 Codes for the representation of names of languages - Part 2: Alpha-3 code (Registration Authority)

ISO 3166 Codes for the representation of the names of countries.

ISO/IEC 11179-1:1999 Information technology - Specification and standardization of data elements - Part 1: Framework for the specification and standardization of data elements

ISO/IEC 11179-2:2000 Information technology - Specification and standardization of data elements - Part 2: Classification for data elements

ISO/IEC 11179-3:1994 Information technology -  Specification and standardization of data elements - Part 3: Basic attributes of data elements

ISO/IEC 11179-4:1995 Information technology -- Specification and standardization of data elements -- Part 4: Rules and guidelines for the formulation of data definitions 

ISO/IEC 11179-5:1995 Information technology -- Specification and standardization of data elements -- Part 5: Naming and identification principles for data elements (available in English only) 

ISO/IEC 11179-6:1997 Information technology -- Specification and standardization of data elements -- Part 6: Registration of data elements (available in English only)

Core Bibliographic Record for Music and Non-Music Sound Recordings.  Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, revised April 1996 [Doc ID??]
EBU Technical Specification 3293 EBU core metadata set for radio archives.  December 2001

EBU Role Authority List [doc ID??]
MARC Code List for Relators, Sources, Descriptive Conventions.  July 2001 http://www.loc.gov/marc/relators/relators.html [Doc ID and status?]
3  Definitions

[none?]
4  Metadata Elements

[Do we need to specify the framework in which this data will be used? There seem to be a number of assumptions that should probably be expressed. 

What character sets and languages may be used?

What is the maximum size of any data element?

What are the rules for handling white-space?

If all this is handled adequately in another suitable document, this could be specified in a normative clause, Note that it is not sufficient simply to make a list of Normative References - the relationship between this document and each normative reference shall be specified in the body of this document.  Any references that are not specified as required  to implement this standard can then be relocated to an annex of Informative References]
4.0  General

The following basic metadata element shall be used to describe the content of digital audio objects.

[ in what follows, the word “Comment” means whose comment? AES or someone else? Are they a part of this standard?  If so, can they be notes instead of comments?  (we use ‘comment’ procedurally to mean ‘objection’)]
4.1
Element - Identifier

	Name
	Resource Identifier

	Identifier
	Identifier

	Definition
	An unambiguous reference to the resource within a given context.  For example, project number, accession number, label number, matrix number, uniform resource locator (URL), digital object identifier (DOI), or unique material identifier (UMID).

	Comment
	Recommended best practice is to identify the resource by means of a string or number conforming to a formal identification system. 

	AES Comment
	Recommended best practice is the EBU standard UMID [USID?], in addition to or in place of any local identifiers. 

	Example
	0227-2887


[This first item has been tabulated FYI.  

Do we really need the word “Element” in each header considering that the overall clause heading is, “4   Metadata  elements”?

“Recommended best practice” is a bit abstract and implies that some best practice has come into being without anyone being responsible for it.  In this AES standard, we would normally say something like, “The resource shall be identified by means of a string or number conforming to a formal identification system. The EBU standard UMID [USID?], should be used, in addition to or in place of, any local identifiers.  

If you wish, I can continue to translate the following clauses in this way for your consideration.
Is there a need to specify an encoding scheme for each metadata element, in the same way as the EBU document?]
4.2
Element - Language

Name-

Language

Identifier -
Language

Definition -
A language of the intellectual content of the resource (i.e., spoken or sung text).

Comment -
Recommended best practice for the values of the Language element is defined by RFC 1766 [RFC1766] which includes a two-letter Language Code (taken from the ISO 639 standard [ISO639]), followed optionally, by a two-letter Country Code (taken from the ISO 3166 standard [ISO3166]).   For example, 'en' for English, 'fr' for French, or 'en-uk' for English used in the United Kingdom.

AES Comment -
Recommended best practice is to use the ISO-639-2 - 3-letter codes

Example -
grb

[This can be expressed by simple reference to the relevant ISO International Standards]
4.3
Element - Creator

Name-

Creator

Identifier -
Creator

Definition -
An entity primarily responsible for making the content of the resource.  For example, a person, an organization, or a service (Author, Composer, Performer).

Comment  -
Typically, the name of a Creator should be used to indicate the entity.  (See Appendix 1 Authority List).  Recommended best practice is to select the name from a formal authority file, such as the Library of Congress Name Authority File.

Example -
Day, Doris, 1924-, singer


4.4
Element - Title

Name -

Title

Identifier- 
Title

Definition -
A name given to the resource.

Comment - 
Typically, a Title will be a name by which the resource is formally known.

Example -
Club Kaycee

[4.5?]

4.5.1
Element - Publisher

Name-

Publisher

Identifier -
Publisher

Definition -
An entity responsible for making the resource available.  For example, a person, an organization, or a service.

Comment - 
Typically, the name of a Publisher should be used to indicate the entity.  Recommended best practice is to select the name from a formal authority file, such as the Library of Congress Name Authority File.

Example -
Prestige Records (Firm)

Optionally:

4.5.2
Element  - Publisher

Name -

Publisher.Primary

Identifier - 
Publisher

Definition -
An entity responsible for making the original resource available.  For example, a person, an organization, or a service.

Comment - 
Typically, the name of a Publisher should be used to indicate the entity.  Recommended best practice is to select the name from a formal authority file, such as the Library of Congress Name Authority File.

Example -
Prestige Records (Firm)

And

4.5.3
Element - Publisher

Name -

Publisher.Secondary

Identifier - 
Publisher

Definition -
An entity responsible for making the new (digital) resource available.  For example, a person, an organization, or a service.

Comment - 
Typically, the name of a Publisher should be used to indicate the entity.  Recommended best practice is to select the name from a formal authority file, such as the Library of Congress Name Authority File.

Example -
Fantasy Studios

4.6.1
Element - Date

Name -
Date

Identifier -
Date

Definition -
A date associated with the an event in the life cycle of the resource.

Comment -
Recommended best practice for encoding the date value is defined in a profile of ISO 8601 [W3CDTF] and follows YYYY-MM-DD format.

Example -
2001-11-30

Optionally:

4.6.2
Element - Date

Name-

Date.Primary

Identifier -
Date

Definition -
A date associated with the creation or initial availability of the resource, analog or digital.

Comment  -
Recommended best practice for encoding the date value is defined in a profile of  ISO 8601 [W3CDTF] and follows the YYYY-MM-DD format.

Example -
1953-02-14

And

2004-08-31

4.6.3
Element - Date

Name-

Date.Secondary

Identifier - 
Date

Definition -
A date associated with the re-creation or migration of the original object to its current form.  For example, project date.

Comment -
Recommended best practice for encoding the date value is defined in a profile of ISO 8601 [W3CDTF] and follows the YYYY-MM-DD format.

Example -
2001-11-30

4.7
Element - Source

Name
 -
Source

Identifier - 
Source

Definition -
A reference to a resource from which the present resource is derived. Can also contains the physical manifestation of the resource, including the dimensions and durations.

Comment  -
The present resource may be derived from the Source resource in whole or in part.  Recommended best practice is to reference the resource by means of a string or number conforming to a formal identification system.

Example -
Decca: 272; 78 rpm shellac sound recording; 00:02:08

Optionally:
Source.Identifier       Decca: 272



Source.Format          sound recording



Source.Dimensions   10 in. 78 rpm



Source.Duration       00:02:08 

4.8
Element - Type

Name-

Resource Type

Identifier-
Type

Definition -
The nature or genre of the content of the resource

Comment -
Type includes terms describing general categories, functions, genres, or aggregation levels for content.  Recommended best practice is to select a value from a controlled vocabulary.  For example, Anglo-American Cataloging Rules general and special material designations

Example -
sound cassette

4.9
Element - Format

Name -
Format

Identifier - 
Format

Definition-
The physical or digital manifestation of the current digital resource.  Can also contains the physical manifestation of the resource, including the dimensions and durations.

Comment -  
Typically, Format may include the media-type or dimensions of the resource. Format may be used to determine the software, hardware or other equipment needed to display or operate the resource. Examples of dimensions include size and duration. Recommended best practice is to select a value from a controlled vocabulary (for example, the list of Internet Media Types [MIME] defining computer media formats).  Recommended best practice is to write the duration in the form HHMMSS.

Example -
DAT tape

Optionally:
Format.Dimensions   2 1/8 in. x 2 7/8 in.



Format.Duration       00:42:16

4.10
Element - Description

Name-

Description

Identifier -
Description

Definition -
An account of the content of the resource.

Comment -
Description may include but is not limited to: track numbers, table of contents, an abstract, reference to a graphical representation of content or a free-text account of the content.

Example -
Information about the jazz music and musicians in Kansas City.

Optionally:

Description.Abstract:  The jazz music and musicians of Kansas City are examined.

Description.TableofContents:  I wish I could shimmy like my sister Kate  -- Happy feet -- Ja-da.

Description.TrackNumbers:  10:00:02 -- 10:00:04

4.11
Element - Contributor

Name -

Contributor

Identifier - 
Contributor

Definition - 
An entity responsible for making contributions to the content of the resource.  For example, the sound engineer.

Comment - 
Typically, the name of a Contributor should be used to indicate the entity.

Example -
Middleton, Scott, engineer

4.12
Element - Relation

Name -

Relation

Identifier - 
Relation

Definition -
A reference to a related resource.    Relation in used to show the relation in content to another resource, e.g., IsPartOf is used to show the relation between a part of a radio program and the whole program, or for a cut on a sound recording.

Comment  -
Recommended best practice is to reference the resource by means of string or number conforming to a formal identification system.

Example -
IsPartOf the Marr Sound Archive of the University of Missouri-Kansas City Marr

4.13
Element - Subject

Name -
Subject and Keywords

Identifier - 
Subject

Definition -
The topic of the content of the resource.

Comment - 
Typically, a Subject will be expressed as keywords,  key phrases or classification codes that describe a topic of the resource.  Recommended best practice is to select a value from a controlled vocabulary or formal classification scheme.

Example-
Performing arts -- Interviews

4.14
Element - Coverage

Name -
Coverage

Identifier -
Coverage

Definition -
The extent or scope of the content of the resource

Comment -
Coverage will typically include spatial location, temporal period, or jurisdiction. 

Example -
U.S. Civil War era

Optionally:

Coverage.Spatial         Columbus, Ohio, USA; Lat: 39 N Long: 082 59 W"

Coverage.Temporal     1861-1865

4.15
Element - Rights

Name - 

Rights Management   

Identifier - 
Rights

Definition -
Information about rights held in and over the resource.

Comment -
Typically, a Rights element will contain a rights management statement for the resource, or reference a service providing such information. Rights information often encompasses Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), Copyright, and various Property Rights.  If the Rights element is absent, no assumptions can be made about the status of these and other rights with respect to the resource.

Example -
University of Missouri-Kansas City, copyright holder

Annex A

[Normative of informative?]
Role Authority List

The list is to be used as element refinements in the Creator and Contributor sections of the metadata scheme.  This list is based on MARC Relator Codes (http://lcweb.loc.gov/marc/relators/re0002r1.html). Terms not relevant to audiovisual recordings are excluded and other relevant terms are included.

	
	Term
	Definition

	1
	Actor
	Use for a person who principally exhibits acting skills in a musical or dramatic presentation or entertainment.  If necessary add the part, e.g. Don Corleone in parentheses, e.g. actor (Don Corleone).

	2
	Arranger
	Use for a person who transcribes a musical composition, usually for a different medium from that of the original.

	3
	Author
	Use for a person or corporate body chiefly responsible for the intellectual or artistic content of a work, usually printed text.

	4
	Choir
	Use for an organized company of singers.

	5
	Choreographer
	Use for a person who composes or arranges dances or other movements (e.g., "master of swords") for a musical or dramatic presentation or entertainment.

	6
	Commentator
	Use for a person who provides interpretation, analysis, or a discussion of the subject matter on a recording, motion picture, or other audiovisual medium. 

	7
	Composer
	Use for a person who creates a musical work, usually a piece of music in manuscript or printed form.

	8
	Conductor
	Use for a person who directs a performing group (orchestra, chorus, opera, etc.). 

	9
	Director
	Use for a person who is responsible for the general management of a work or who supervises the production of a performance for stage, screen, or sound recording. 

	10
	Dramatiser
	Use for a person who is responsible for putting a work into dramatic form, e.g. adopting a book for a screenplay.

	11
	Editor
	Use for a person who prepares for publication a work not primarily his/her own, such as by elucidating text, adding introductory or other critical matter, or technically directing an editorial staff. 

	12
	Engineer
	Use for a person or organization that is responsible for technical input, migration, or creation of sound data.

	13
	Ensemble
	Use for a group of musicians playing or singing together.    Use the term for classical music.  If necessary, add the type of ensemble after comma, e.g., Ensemble, quartet.

	14
	Group
	Use for a group of musicians playing and singing together.  Use the term for popular, jazz, rock, folk, country and other vernacular ensembles.

	15
	Host
	Use for the person who is invited or regularly leads a program (often broadcast) that includes other guests, performers, etc., e.g., talk show host.

	16
	Interviewee
	Use for a person who is interviewed.

	17
	Interviewer
	Use for a person who interviews, especially one who obtains an interview with another person for the purpose of eliciting the person's opinions.

	18
	Librettist
	Use for the writer of the text of an opera, oratorio, etc. 

	19
	Lyricist
	Use for the writer of the text of a song. 

	20
	Moderator
	Use for the person who leads a program (often broadcast) where topics are discussed, usually with participation of experts in fields related to the discussion. 

	21
	Musician
	Use for the person who performs music or contributes to the musical content of a work when it is not possible or desirable to identify the function more precisely.  If necessary, add instrument after a comma, e.g. Musician, guitar.

	22
	Narrator
	Use for the speaker who relates the particulars of an act, occurrence, or course of events. 

	23
	Orchestra
	An ensemble suitable for the performance of symphonies, overtures, etc., as well as for the accompaniment of operas, oratorios, cantatas, masses, and the like, or of vocal and instrumental solos.

	24
	Participant
	Use for a person who participates and whose responsibility is not known or specified.

	25
	Performer
	Use for a person who exhibits musical or acting skills in a musical or dramatic presentation or entertainment, if specific codes for those functions, e.g., actor, dancer, etc., are not used. Performer could also be used for a person whose principal skill is not known or specified. 

	26
	Producer
	Use for a person who is responsible for the making of a motion picture, including business aspects, management of the productions, and the commercial success of the work. 

	27
	Production Company
	Use for a company responsible for the making of a motion picture, including business aspects, management of the productions, and the commercial success of the work. 

	28
	Production Personnel
	Use for personnel who take part in the production and whose responsibility is not known or specified.

	29
	Reader
	Use for a person who reads from a book in a radio broadcast or on a talking book.

	30
	Reporter
	Use for a person who investigates and reports or edits news stories.

	31
	Singer
	Use for a person who uses his or her voice with or without instrumental accompaniment to produce music. A singer's performance may or may not include actual words.  If necessary, add voice after a comma, e.g., Singer, tenor.

	32
	Speaker
	Use for a person who participates in a program (often broadcast) and makes a formalized contribution or presentation generally prepared in advance. 

	33
	Translator
	Use for a person who renders a text from one language into another, or from an older form of a language into the modern form. 
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