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Non-Paper on the International Response to the Syrian Refugee Crisis

The Syrian refugee crisis represents one of the greatest humanitarian challenges the international
commumnty has faced over the recent years, prompting record-high levels of international aid. In
view of the complexity of the political and social environment in which these challenges arise

and the historical scale of the population affected, novative and creative programmatic
responses are essential to address the short and middle-term needs of refugees and reducing
instability in the Middle East region.

Key Facts

The engoing conflict in Syria has generated the displacement of over two million
refugees since the beginning of the conflict in 2011, resulting in one of the largest
refuges crises in recent h.iilnrj-'.' It is projected by UNHCH that by end of 2004, the
total refupee population in the region, particularly in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, and
Irag, could reach up to four million people.

Causes of displacement are multifaceted. Political violence within Syria remains a
primary cause of the displacement of populations secking security within the country and
across its borders. Additional cavses include increasing communal violence due to the
collapse of law and order 0 some areas as well as the lack of access to food, shelter,
health and other services.  As such, it is very difficult to predict the pattern and flow
of displacement due to the constantly evolving circumstances within Syria and at its
borders.

There is an increasing proportion of Syrian refupees who are choosing to reside in
urban settings compared to camp settings, where available. In the five key hosting
countries (Turkey, Lebanon, Irag, Egypt, and Jordan), 81% of refugees currently live m
non-campiurban environments, and UNHCR projects that the number of refugees in the
region living in non-camp settings will rise to $4% in 2014.° Even those who initially
settle in camp settings often choose to migrate to urban environments. Betwesn April
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Economic Impact of Syrian Refugees on Jordan

Discourses within Syrian refugee host nations
consistently point to the economic burdens that
refugee presence places on their economies. The
large scale of Syrian refugee populations makes
the impact of this crisis particularly acute — Syrian
refugees equate to roughly 10% of Jordan’s and
25% of Lebanon’s populations. Common themes
in Jordanian media link to pressure on education
and healthcare services, rent inflation, and illegal
employment of Syrians as a threat to Jordanian

economic and social stability. The Jordanian host community is encouraged to only see the costs of
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Great example of digital storytelling and migration crisis:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/world/lesbos/?tid=ss_fb
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