
 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

Over the last 12 months, we have witnessed many developments in the media world in 
general and in Public Service Radio especially. Within the EBU, the Vision2020 process has 
proceeded, and we are currently working on how the ten recommendations to Members 
might affect the EBU. The main question is: where will we in the EBU put our priorities? The 
annual Assembly of the EBU radio community is the ideal place to discuss future strategies 
and exchange experiences in a professional atmosphere. 

We will, of course, discuss challenges as well! Despite the fact that almost all of you face 
financial restrictions and have to cut costs, we must find an answer to how the future of radio 
can be ensured among the steadily growing number of content providers mainly via the 
Internet. Parallel to this, mobile devices are becoming more and more important. 

Another challenge we see is the quest for free-to-air broadcast. There is no imminent threat 
to the radio spectrum right now, but as we have seen with TV, the demand for spectrum by 
non-broadcast players is high. This means radio needs to stay vigilant. We will discuss digital 
radio at the Assembly as one solution for future-proof terrestrial radio broadcasting. 

A topic to be debated broadly in Amsterdam is "Trust - the key issue for Public Service 
Media". Without the trust of the audience (= license fee / tax-payers), Public Service Media 
easily gets into big trouble. But trust is a sensible thing. So how do we earn it, how do we 
keep it and even enhance it? And if trust is lost, can it be restored? 

There will be other fascinating topics as well - please check out the agenda. 

Let us conclude with a warm welcome to you to the lovely city of Amsterdam - and a big 
"thank you" to NPO, the host of the 2014 Assembly, having found not only a splendid 
location but also organized an attractive social and cultural programme! 

See you all in Amsterdam! 

Kind regards, 

    

Annika Nyberg-Frankenhaeuser    Christian Vogg 
Media Director - EBU      Head of Radio - EBU 


