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REFERENCE 
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OPEN LETTER FROM THE EBU TO; 
 
NEA DIMOKRATIA to the attention of Mr. Antonis Samaras, President of New Democracy and 
Prime Minister 
PASOK, to the attention of Mr. Evangelos Venizelos, President of Pasok, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 
POSPERT, to the attention of Mr Panagiotis Kalfagiannis, President 
UNI MEI GLOBAL UNION, to the attention of Mr. Philip Jennings, General Secretary 
 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
On 11 June, when the Greek Government announced by decree, its decision to close the 
national broadcaster, ERT, with immediate effect, the European Broadcasting Union, 
representing 74 national broadcasters in 56 countries, made clear its opposition to the 
mechanism used and that such a drastic step was taken without ensuring first that there would 
be continuity in some form of a public service of news and information.  As the EBU's 
President, Mr Jean-Paul Philippot said at the time "Every day without public service media is a 
day of weakened democracy". For that reason, and in the interests of freedom of expression, 
the EBU ensured, via its distribution network that at least a semblance of a signal would remain 
on air while there was no official replacement. 
  
The EBU policy consistently has been to speak out for not any one particular organisation but 
the institution of public service media itself - vital for culture, for democracy, and for society 
itself. It is that which appeared to be in jeopardy. Unfortunately, despite two court decisions, 
there is no real public service offer on air at present.  
 
However, a new media law has now been adopted by the Greek Parliament and the  EBU 
welcomes the fact that this law appears to set the stage for building a new and independent 
public service broadcasting organisation. The EBU also notes the Government's intention to 
form that new broadcasting organisation and while doing so, to operate an interim service with 
the resources at its disposal. We would expect that even this interim service will be editorially 
independent. 
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Moreover, the EBU considers that the time has now arrived to look for the future of public 
service media in Greece. If NERIT, the new public service media organisation, is to fulfil its 
potential of independence, solid governance, and a valued service to society it should be able 
to call upon those with the expertise, the vision and the flexibility to be part of that future.  
The EBU considers that all those who have played an active role in meeting the expectation 
and demand of the public for a reliable, stable and independent public service broadcaster of 
integrity - particularly those who worked tirelessly to keep public broadcasting on air -have 
done a great service to society - not just in Greece but throughout the community of nations 
where democracy must prevail.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

        
Jean-Paul Philippot      Ingrid Deltenre 
President       Director General 
 
 
 
 


