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A TIME TO REMEMBER 

TODAY’S PROGRAMME 

WHY SHOULD PUBLIC SERVICE MEDIA AND EUROPEAN 
LEADERS COMMEMORATE WORLD WAR I?

19 June 2014
10:00 Arrival; refreshments

10:15 Screening of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra promotional video
 
Welcome by Nicola Frank, EBU Head of European Affairs 
and introduction Peter Vickers, Deputy Director EBU Public Affairs & 
Communications

Presentation of WWI themed projects and programmes by European 
public service media
EBU Director General Ingrid Deltenre

Presentation of the Sarajevo concert musical programme
Prof Dr Clemens Hellsberg, Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, president

Initiatives at country level 
Dejan Kukric, producer BHRT (Bosnia & Herzegovina)
Anca-Monica Pandelea, producer ZDF (Germany)
Nicolas Auboyneau, producer France Télévisions

Role of the EU in ensuring peace and the challenges for ongoing 
European integration
Richard Corbett, Member of the European Parliament

Panel discussion followed by Q&A

11:15 Opportunity for individual interviews with attending media

In collaboration  
with : 
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PRESS RELEASE BACKGROUND

A TIME TO REMEMBER:
EUROVISION AND VIENNA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 
UNITE EUROPE IN WORLD WAR I COMMEMORATIONS IN 
SARAJEVO

Geneva, 19 June 2014 – European leaders will come together in Sarajevo on 28 June 
to commemorate the outbreak of World War I in a symbolic concert performed by 
the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra (VPO) and broadcast to audiences by public 
service media (PSM). 

The EUROVISION-led coproduction is set to take place two days after EU heads of 
State and government attend a special commemoration ceremony in Ypres, Belgium, 
at the start of the June European Summit.

Austro-Hungarian heir Archduke Franz Ferdinand was assassinated on Sunday, 28 
June 1914 outside Sarajevo’s national library – the setting for the concert. The incident 
set off a chain of events that embroiled the world’s major powers in a war of an 
unprecedented scale leading to years of turmoil across Europe and beyond.

A century on, the concert casts a spotlight on the incredible transformation Europe 
has undergone from a theatre of war to a continent, caracterised by peace and 
reconciliation.

The concert conducted by Franz Welser-Möst will feature music by composers from 
Austria, Germany and France: Joseph Haydn, Franz Schubert, Alban Berg, Johannes 
Brahms, Maurice Ravel and Josef Strauss.

“We have created a musical programme with strong connections to the historical 
events of 1914–1918, to invite the audience remember this era-defining conflict,” said 
Clemens Hellsberg, President of the VPO.

The EUROVISION-led production is the centrepiece to a series of themed projects 
offered by PSM to mark the events of 1914–1918 and their continued relevance to 
contemporary European society.

EBU Members BHRT (Bosnia & Herzegovina), France Télévisions and ZDF (Germany) 
will coproduce live TV and radio coverage of the event, which will also be relayed to a 
large public audience on big screens outside the venue.

“This flagship project is at the heart of our public service mission – a moment for 
Europeans to pause and reflect on the ongoing relevance of the First World War,” said 
EBU Director General Ingrid Deltenre, “It is a poignant link between the past and more 
recent turmoil in Europe.”

EBU press contact: 
Sue Neilen
EBU Senior Communications Officer
neilen@ebu.ch
+41 (0)79 376 49 20

As part of its Media Brunch Time Talks 
series, the European Broadcasting Union 
(EBU) is proud to cast a spotlight on 
PSM and their public service mission to 
invite reflection on World War I (WWI) 
through coverage of the centennial 
commemorations. 

The theme of today’s EUROVISION-led 
debate is Why should public service 
media (PSM) and European leaders 
commemorate WWI.

Then on 28 June, two days after the June 
European Summit and commemorations 
in Ypres, Belgium, European leaders will 

gather in Sarajevo for a unique concert 
by the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra 
in commemoration of the war. Vijećnica, 
the setting for the event, serves as a 
powerful backdrop. It was outside this 
iconic building exactly 100 years ago 
that Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir 
to the Austro-Hungarian throne, was 
assassinated, triggering the events that 
led to the First World War. 

The EUROVISION-led production is 
the centrepiece of a series of themed 
projects by PSM to mark the events of 
1914–1918 and their continued relevance 
to contemporary European society.

EBU Members BHRT 
(Bosnia & Herzegovina), 
ZDF (Germany) and 
France Télévisions  
will coproduce the live 
TV and radio coverage 
of the EUROVISION-
led production to 
be broadcast across 
Europe.

THE SETTING

Vijećnica, the National University Library 
of Bosnia & Herzegovina in Sarajevo, 
serves as a poignant link between the 
past and more recent European turmoil. 

One hundred years ago on 28 June 
1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand was 
assassinated as his cavalcade passed 
by the national monument, setting off 
a chain of events that would embroil 
the world’s major powers in a war of 
unprecedented scale.

In 1949, after a period serving as 
Sarajevo’s town hall, the premises were 
established as one of the most renowned 
and best equipped libraries in former 
Yugoslavia.

However, in August 1992 a substantial 
portion of the library’s collection of rare 
books, documents and paintings was 
lost, when the building was shelled by 
Bosnian Serb rockets during the Siege of 
Sarajevo.

Initial work to stabilize Vijećnica was 
completed in 1996 and 1997 with a 
donation from Austria. The European 
Commission funded the second stage of 
renovations, which lasted from 2000 to 
2004. Since 2006, the City of Sarajevo 
has been principally responsible for the 
reconstruction work and on 9 May, the 
Moorish architecture-inspired building 
was publicly showcased in a special 
ceremony to coincide with Europe Day.
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MUSICAL PROGRAMME  

The concert features a selection of composers from Austria, Germany and France, 
each unique in inviting retrospection on the historical events of 1914–1918.

JOSEPH HAYDN

Streichquartett in C-Dur, op. 76 Nr. 3, Hob.III:77 (“Kaiserquartett”)
2. Satz: Poco adagio (cantabile)
String-Quartet C-Major, op. 76 No 3, Hob.III:77 (“Emperor”)
2nd movement: Poco adagio (cantabile)

Joseph Haydn was so thoroughly convinced of the quality of the beautiful melody 
of the hymn which he wrote for the Holy Roman and, later, Austrian Emperor 
Francis and his people in 1796–97 that he also used it as the theme for a set of 
variations. From national pathos to the most intricate form of instrumental music 
– a uniquely sublime commentary from one of the most brilliant minds in cultural 
history!

FRANZ SCHUBERT

Symphonie h-Moll, D 759 (“Unvollendete”)
Symphony B-minor, D 759 (“Unfinished”)

Schubert’s “Unfinished” has remained one of the most popular yet mysterious 
symphonies. The discussions about whether the composition is actually completed 
have led to divergent conclusions but this, in the end, is not relevant. Franz 
Schubert, who walked an ingenious fine line between the worlds, leads us by way of 
the mysteries and chasms of the human soul toward a vision of consummation and 
peace.

ALBAN BERG

Aus den “Drei Orchesterstücken” op. 6, Nr. 3: Marsch
From “Three pieces for orchestra” op. 6, No 3: March

Shortly before the outbreak of World War I, Alban Berg, who was a soldier in the 
imperial army, began the composition of his “Three Pieces for Orchestra”. The story 
of the development of this piece documents the close association with his teacher, 
Arnold Schönberg, as well as the process of freeing himself from this mentor. In 
the March, the third section of this “musical story” – as the “Three Pieces” have not 
incorrectly been described – Berg anticipates the catastrophe of the war as well as 
the suffering of its countless victims.

JOHANNES BRAHMS

Schicksalslied op. 54 with the Opera Choir of the National Theatre of Sarajevo
Song of Destiny, op. 54

Johannes Brahms’ Song of Destiny is one of the most striking compositions 
of musical history. A great composer and humanist contradicts the hopeless 
worldview of a great poet. Friedrich Hölderlin’s contrasting of the heavenly and 
the earthly leads to nihilism: “They falter, they perish, poor suffering mortals […] 
like water from mountain to mountain impelled, destined to disappearance below”. 
Yet, Brahms counters with a postlude that provides touching solace through the 
promise of redemption and peace.

MAURICE RAVEL

La Valse
La Valse

Maurice Ravel described his “La Valse” as the “quintessence of the Viennese Waltz”, in 
which the “premonition of an awesome and inescapable maelstrom” was converged. 
Although he placed this homage to Vienna in the setting of an imperial residence 
around 1855, the apocalyptic foreboding is unmistakable. Still, it would only be 
partially accurate to speak of this complex work as a “tragic waltz”. This reflection 
of the socio-political phenomenon of the waltz is at the same time retrospection 
and precognition, which forms a fitting conclusion to the official programme of the 
Vienna Philharmonic concert in Sarajevo.

ENCORES: JOSEF STRAUSS

“Friedenspalmen”, Walzer, op. 207
“Olive Branch”, Waltz, op. 207
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EBU MEMBER INITIATIVES AT COUNTRY LEVEL

The concert will be transmitted by EUROVISION to TV and radio broadcasters 
around the world as a coproduction involving EBU Members BHRT (Bosnia & 
Herzegovina), France Télévisions, and ZDF (Germany), a culmination of two years of 
logistics planning, uniting former political adversaries in a uniquely symbolic event.

Here, the coproducers give an overview of the World War l themed content 
scheduled by their organizations. 

BHRT (BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA)

– BHRT is local host and coproducer of the VPO concert at Vijećnica.

– Within the daily programming schedule of the week 21–29 June, BHRT will 
broadcast special TV shows dedicated to the centenary of World War I. These 
will include debates, educational shows, documentaries and music. Renowned 
scientists, historians, chroniclers, and politicians from Bosnia & Herzegovina and 
the region will contribute.

– On 28 June BHRT will broadcast a special live programme, called Sarajevo 1914–
2014 from multiple locations in the city.

– BHRT has independently produced a number of TV documentaries that analyse 
the historical context of World War I from a range of perspectives. These shows 
will be broadcast on BHRT from June to December 2014.

– BHRT broadcast the TV premiere of The Bridges of Sarajevo, an omnibus film 
made specifically to mark the centenary of the start of the First World War. The 
film was led by 13 young directors from Bosnia & Herzegovina and Europe, and 
premiered at the Cannes Film Festival 2014. The film narrative places special 
emphasis on major wars in Sarajevo that had a crucial impact on politics in Europe 
in the last century. The film sends the message of peace to future generations. It 
is a mosaic of artistic viewpoints that critically reflect on various universal topics 
symbolized by historic Sarajevo.

FRANCE TÉLÉVISIONS

– Apocalypse World War I, a five-part series using more than 500 hours of archive 
material was first broadcast on France 2 in March 2014. The series asks whether 
the sacrifice of an entire generation worldwide was an avoidable or necessary 
tragedy and whether the roots of WWII were grounded in the devastation of WWI 
and the Treaty of Versailles.

– More than 30 fiction and documentary formats, including a novel adapted in six 
episodes relating Maurice Genevoix’s epic tale of young workers and peasants 
plunged into war.

– Coverage of ceremonies on key centennial dates, including 14 July, 11 November 
and the Sarajevo concert on 28 June.

– To attract younger audiences, France Télévisions has developed offline content 
including interactive content, videos, DVDs, books and digital projects.

ZDF (GERMANY)

– The centenary commemorations are central to ZDF’s programming both on TV 
and on line. In March, ZDF broadcast the documentary Mit Jubel in die Hölle (With 
Cheers to Hell) which used personal letters and diaries to tell the stories of war 
casualties, both civilian and military.

– The ZDF/ORF coproduction Das Attentat – Sarajevo 1914 is a quality feature 
film that explores the multi-faceted issues that led to the assassination of 
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and its consequences. It was aired on 28 April and was 
complemented by an in-depth documentary on post-Sarajevo developments and 
the ‘July Crisis’.

– The centenary will be commemorated by the Sarajevo Memorial Concert in the 
EUROVISION-led coproduction involving France Télévision and BHRT (Bosnia & 
Herzegovina) with the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra.

– Additional multimedia coverage is offered by the websites http://ersterweltkrieg.
zdf.de and http://heute1914.zdf.de, the latter presenting news from 100 years ago 
like in a present-day news bulletin.

Das Attentat – Sarajevo 1914
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PUBLIC SERVICE MEDIA:  
LEADING EUROPEAN REFLECTION

Public service broadcasters have generated a plethora of high impact 
coproductions across genres and platforms with support from EUROVISION, and 
will continue to do so throughout the centenary of World War I. 

SMALL HANDS IN A BIG WAR
THE FIRST EVER TV SERIES ABOUT THE GREAT WAR FOR CHILDREN AGED 
EIGHT UPWARDS

While WWI raged across Europe, thousands of children from different countries 
recorded their experiences in diaries and letters. 100 years on, these stories are 
being brought back to life through Small Hands in a Big War, an eight-part historical 
documentary series for children. 

In each episode, we meet a different child from a different country and discover how 
the war changed their lives through a specific theme. The series uses a combination 
of high-end drama, carefully selected archive footage, and live animation to create 
an emotional backdrop. These compelling stories and their uncensored content 
connect today’s children with their peers of a century ago.

EUROPE 1914
AUDIO SNAPSHOTS FROM A CONTINENT AT WAR

Audio vignettes that evoke a specific moment from the First World War are at the 
heart of this unique collaborative project, involving more than 20 EURORADIO 
broadcasters. In their original language, short radio dramas enable audiences to 
experience life in different countries as war turned from a shocking possibility to an 
everyday reality.

Participating broadcasters can link their websites to a specially created Europe 
1914 on-line map that provides access to the audio dramas and a geographical 
interactive perspective of how WWI affected the lives of Europeans across the 
continent.

14 DIARIES OF THE GREAT WAR
A UNIQUE FORM OF STORYTELLING AND INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE ON 
WWI

History records sequential events, but often fails to answer questions such as ‘What 
was it like?’ This eight- or four-part documentary series tells the story of the Great 
War through the eyes of those who lived through it on opposite sides. In line with 
the concept, an international team of authors and researchers collaborated with 
broadcasters all over the world to generate 14 emotionally-charged stories from 
seven different countries.

Using reconstructed scenes intercut with stunning archive footage, the drama 
stems from tales of personal loss, love, and grief, imparting a sense of identity to the 
diarists.

LIVE COVERAGE OF KEY EVENTS
MODERN DAY HISTORY AS IT UNFOLDS

Live coverage of major events in Europe that commemorate key dates – ranging from 
the centenary of the war’s outbreak on 4 August 2014 through to the Armistice on 11 
November 2018 – will attract international interest from the EBU community.
The BBC will cover the anniversaries of Gallipoli, Jutland, the Somme and 
Passchendaele. One of the most poignant ceremonies will be broadcast live on 4 
August from the evocative setting of St Symphorien Military Cemetery located in 
Mons, Belgium. This cemetery was established in 1914 as the final resting place for 
British and German soldiers who died in the Battle of Mons.

PATH OF PEACE
MUSIC TARGETING YOUNG EUROPEANS

The north-eastern Italian region of Trentino retains powerful memories of WWI, 
which was known as the ‘Grande Guerra’ throughout the conflict. This legacy is to 
be preserved and shared at European and international levels in a project involving 
Italian public radio broadcasters RAI Radio 2 and Radio 3 in collaboration with the 
EBU.

A series of special events and festivals will be broadcast from the cities of Trento 
and Rovereto near the Italo-Austrian front, with a focus on a daily rock programme 
dealing with the theme of peace.

IN FLANDERS FIELD
ORIGINAL DRAMA FROM BELGIAN BROADCASTER VRT

A century on, this 10-part series tells the story of a family from the Belgian town 
of Ghent trying to survive during the First World War. The story focuses on the 
experiences of each family member in turn, as they live through the four-year conflict.

EURORADIO CONCERT SERIES
MUSIC TO COMMEMORATE THE FIRST WORLD WAR

Four concerts in four cities – London, Luxembourg, Munich and Zagreb – timed to 
coincide with the anniversary of the First World War Armistice on 11 November 2018. 
The series of specially curated concerts draws attention to the role war has played in 
music over the centuries.
Highlights include poetry and texts from WWI as well as a new violin concerto by 
British composer Gabriel Prokofiev, grandson of Sergei. The concert will also feature 
military music in its early form, with composers from Handel and Beethoven, to King 
Frederick the Great, and ‘trench songs’ as sung by soldiers on the front.

THE ROAD TO WAR
AN APPETITE FOR INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMMING

A number of European territories have opted to take the ORF/Metafilm documentary 
The Road to War about the events leading up to the assassination of Austro-
Hungarian heir Archduke Franz Ferdinand, as a companion programme to this 
month’s Sarajevo concert. Broadcast licences are still available in some territories.
  

Participating 
broadcasters:
Belgium (VRT) 
Czech Republic (CT)
Egypt (ERTU) 
Germany (ARTE Junior 
/ Spiegel Geschichte) 
Latvia (LTV) 
Slovenia (SRTVS) 
Turkey (TRT) 

Participating 
broadcasters:
Bulgaria (BNR) 
Croatia (HRT) 
Czech Republic (CR) 
Egypt (ERTU) 
Finland (YLE) 
France (Radio France) 
Germany (DLR / SWR) 
Ireland (RTÉ) 
Lithuania (LRT) 
Romania (ROR) 
Russian Fed. (RTR) 
Serbia (RTS) 
Slovak Republic (RTVS) 
Slovenia (RTVSLO) 
Spain (RNE) 
Sweden (SR) 
Switzerland (SRG SSR) 
United Kingdom (BBC) 
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TECHNICAL INFORMATION

The EBU has negotiated concert rights for its Members in European territories for 
the Sarajevo concert, which will be relayed free to public audiences on giant screens 
outside the venue.

Title: Wiener Philharmoniker – Sarajevo 
Concert 2014

Concert date: Saturday, 28 June 2014, 18:15–19:45 CET

Production site: Vijećnica, Sarajevo
 Television Director – Hannes Rossacher

Performers: Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra
 Conductor – Franz Welser-Möst
 Choir of the National Theatre of Sarajevo

THE EBU–VPO PARTNERSHIP

The EBU’s five-year TV and radio 
distribution agreement with the VPO 
runs until 2017 and comprises three 
classical concerts exclusive to EBU 
Members over the course of a year.

The first is the internationally popular 
New Year Concert from the famous 
Musikverein in Vienna. The VPO plays 
a different programme every year 
with works from the vast repertoire 
of the Johann Strauss family and its 
contemporaries, under the baton 
of the world’s most prestigious 
conductors including Georges Prêtre 
(2010), Mariss Jansons (2012), Franz 
Welser-Möst (2011 and 2013), and most 
recently, Daniel Barenboim (2014). The 
event is TV’s most watched annual 
classical music concert and every year 
achieves staggering market shares of 
30–40% in many European countries.

The 44 EBU Members 
eligible to broadcast the 
concert are:  

Albania (RTSH) 
Azerbaijan (ITV)  
Belgium (RTBF & VRT) 
Bosnia Herzegovina 
(BHRT) 
Bulgaria (BNT) 
Croatia (HRT) 
Cyprus (CYBC) 
Czech Republic (CT)
Denmark (DR)  
Estonia (ERR)  
Finland (YLE)  
France (FR2) 
Georgia (GTVR) 
Germany (ZDF) 
Greece (ERT)  
Hungary (MTV)  
Iceland (RUV)  
Italy (RAI)  
Kosovo (RTK)  
Latvia (LTV)  
Lebanon (TL)  
Lithuania (LRT) 
Macedonia (MKRTV) 
Montenegro (RTCG) 
Netherlands (NOS) 
Norway (NRK) 
Poland (TVP2)  
Portugal (RTP)  
Romania (TVR)  
Russia (RTR)  
Serbia (RTS)  
Slovenia (RTVSLO)  
Spain (RTVE)  
Sweden (SVT)
Switzerland (SF, TSI, TSR)  
Turkey (TRT)  
Austria (ORF) 
Ireland (RTE)  
UK (BBC)

The second performance is the annual 
Summer Night Concert in the gardens 
of Schönbrunn Castle in Vienna. Both 
the Summer Night and New Year 
concerts are produced by Austrian 
public broadcaster and EBU Member 
ORF.

The third element in the package is a 
special concert relayed from different 
international locations each year 
(2009: Shanghai; 2010: Ljubljana; 
2011: Madrid; 2012: London; 2013: 
Beijing; 2014: Sarajevo) co-hosted 
by various national public service TV 
broadcasters.

PROFILES

RICHARD CORBETT 
MEMBER OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Richard Corbett is a British MEP for the Yorkshire & the Humber Labour Party. He 
represented Merseyside West from 1996 to 1999; Yorkshire & the Humber from 1999 
until 2009; and Yorkshire & the Humber again after being re-elected in 2014.

Between January 2010 and February 2014, Richard Corbett was an advisor to the 
first full-time and long-term President of the European Council, Herman Van Rompuy. 
In this capacity, one of his final assignments was to organize the European Council 
summit in the Belgian city of Ypres to commemorate the centenary of the start of the 
First World War this June.

Throughout his career, Richard Corbett has been a strong advocate of EU reform 
and has a particular interest in improving democratic accountability by continuing 
to increase the European Parliament’s power within the EU institutional system. As a 
frequent writer and commentator on European affairs, on 14 November 2012 he was 
voted by a panel of retired diplomats, journalists, academics and think-tankers to be 
the fourth most influential Briton on EU policy.

INGRID DELTENRE 
EUROPEAN BROADCASTING UNION, DIRECTOR GENERAL

Ingrid Deltenre took up the position of EBU Director General on 1 January 2010. Prior 
to joining the EBU, Ingrid Deltenre was CEO of Schweizer Fernsehen (SF), the leading 
public TV broadcaster in the German-speaking region of Switzerland. During her 
tenure there she successfully redefined the broadcaster’s profile, realigned it with its 
audience, and launched an editorial presence for the internet and mobile platforms. 
Production facilities were also modernized during this time with the introduction of 
high definition and file-based production. All sports production was converted to 
high definition in time for Euro 2008.

From 1999 to 2004 she was CEO of Publisuisse, the commercial unit of SRG SSR and 
the leading marketer of television in Switzerland. Previously Ingrid Deltenre held a 
variety of executive positions, including at Swisscard AECS and as managing director 
at CASH, which at the time was Switzerland’s leading business weekly.

PROFESSOR DR CLEMENS HELLSBERG
VIENNA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA, PRESIDENT

Professor Dr Clemens Hellsberg was born in Linz, and was inspired by his parents to 
pursue a musical career. By the age of four-and-a-half he was already playing violin 
and learnt piano aged seven, then the organ aged fifteen.

After studying at the Music University in Vienna, he completed his doctorate in 
musicology and ancient history, and was appointed first violinist at the Orchestra of 
the Vienna State Opera in 1978. He became archivist of the historic archives of the 
Vienna Philharmonic in 1980 and has also been chairman of the board since 1997. In 
this capacity, he is responsible for the orchestra’s self-administration, negotiating 
with event organizers, conductors, choirs, soloists, and producers. He assists in 
the Vienna Philharmonic’s premier events such as the Schönbrunn Summer Night 
Concert, the New Year Concert, and various philanthropic events.
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ABOUT THE EBU

The EBU is the world’s foremost alliance of public service media (PSM) with 
Members in 56 countries in Europe and beyond.

Its mission is to safeguard the role of PSM and to promote its indispensable 
contribution to society. It is the point of reference for industry expertise and a 
centre for European media knowledge and innovation.

The EBU operates EUROVISION and EURORADIO. 

EUROVISION is the media industry’s premier distributor and producer of top-
quality live news, sport, entertainment, culture and music content. 

EURORADIO enhances public service radio through the exchange of music, 
professional networking, and the promotion of digital and hybrid radio.
 
With its staff of 370, the organization extends from its headquarters in Geneva to 
Brussels, Rome, Moscow, New York, Washington DC, Miami, Singapore, Beijing, and 
Sao Paolo. 

www.ebu.ch and www.eurovision.com

ABOUT THE VIENNA PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Since its origins as the Philharmonic Academy in 1842, the Philharmonic Orchestra 
has applied the principles of the ‘Philharmonic idea’. Membership is only open 
to a musician who plays in the Vienna State Opera Orchestra. The orchestra is 
artistically, organizationally and financially autonomous. All decisions are reached 
on a democratic basis during the general meeting of all members. The day-to-
day management is the responsibility of a democratically elected body, the 
administrative committee.

The VPO performed abroad for the first time at the World Exhibition in Paris in 
1900 with Gustav Mahler conducting and has been a registered association since 
1908. The only significant change in all those years was to switch, in 1933, from 
having one conductor for a complete season of subscription concerts to the 
present system of having various guest conductors within a season.

The Philharmonic’s close relationship to Richard Strauss is, of course, of great 
historical importance. Further musical highlights have been artistic collaborations 
with Arturo Toscanini, the long-lasting cooperation with Wilhelm Furtwängler and 
– after 1945 – with honorary conductors Karl Böhm and Herbert von Karajan as well 
as the Vienna Philharmonic’s honorary member Leonard Bernstein.

MEDIA REQUESTS

Interviews with speakers 
will be possible on 
request before and after 
the debate. 

Please contact:  
Gosia Figwer 
+473 957 020 
gosia@acumen-
publicaffairs.com

Press enquiries: 
Sue Neilen 
EBU Senior 
Communications Officer 
+41 (0)79 376 49 20 
neilen@ebu.ch

EBU Brussels Office 
56 avenue des Arts 
1000 Brussels 
Belgium 


