
Never before have France Télévisions channels been so involved, using all the TV 
genres at their disposal, from information to sport, documentaries, magazines and 
fiction, in a bid to turn the centenary commemoration into an unprecedented TV 
event for the French people.

From the very beginning of public service media, History has been the bedrock of 
the trust and loyalty that French viewers place in their public channels. Our history 
magazines, our information events, the involvement of our editors, our policy 
for creating historical documentary and fiction programmes that are the most 
ambitious in our country, all of these perpetuate this essential tradition of public 
service television. With our exceptional scheduling dedicated to the centenary of the 
1914–18 war, France Télévisions will quite naturally, yet on an unprecedented scale, 
play its role in shared remembrance of our history, our battles and our common 
values.

APOCALYPSE, THE FIRST WORLD WAR ON FRANCE 2
Documentary series (5 x 52´) produced by Isabelle Clarke and Daniel Costelle 
(Production: CC&C Clarke Costelle & Co.). 
The story of the First World War, told step by step and seen through the eyes of 
those who fought the battles. A major epic in HD, composed entirely of archive 
pictures, mostly unpublished and colourized. Alongside the broadcast of this 
documentary series France Télévisions will roll out a 360-degree digital approach 
that includes a dedicated website, a transmedia programme of a new genre that 
combines fiction, animation, comics and archives (“10 Destinies”) along with 
educational competitions on francetveducation and lesite.tv.
The DVD boxed set will be edited by francetv distribution in 2014.

LIVE COMMEMORATIVE EVENTS
From the summer 2014, all France Télévisions national and regional editorial desks, 
along with francetv info, will offer broad live coverage of the official commemoration 
ceremonies of the major events in 1914, in particular the assassination in Sarajevo, 
the declaration of war, the battle of the Marne, and the ceremonies of 11 November.

THE MEN FROM 14 ON FRANCE 3
Fiction (6 x 52´) based on the stories by Maurice Genevoix, produced by Olivier 
Schatzky, with Théo Frilet (Production: Native). 
“The Men from 14”, or the story of soldiers in the trenches who became comrades in 
arms, endearing, likeable, scared, undisciplined, sometimes rebellious, often funny 
and always heroic.

THEY’VE KILLED JAURÈS! ON FRANCE 5
Docu-drama (52´) produced by Philippe Tourancheau, with Philippe Torreton 
(Production: Cinétévé). 
Combining fiction and documentary, this film recounts the last few hours in the life 
of Jean Jaurès and helps us to understand the situation in France and the rest of 
Europe on the eve of the First World War.

LE TOUR DE FRANCE 2014
Throughout the 2014 Tour, France Télévisions Sports Service will provide daily 
reports on the 1914 event that took place in the three weeks leading up to the 
declaration of war that was to result in the death of many champions of cycling and 
other sports.

UNPRECEDENTED COMMITMENT IN THE 
HISTORY OF FRANCE TELEVISIONS



THE FIRST WORLD WAR CENTENARY ON FRANCE TELEVISIONS IS ALSO:
ORIGINAL DOCUMENTARIES
“Marie Curie, a Woman on the Front Line” on France 2, “They Went to War”, “The 
Soldiers who Refused”, “The Scar”, “Fragments of Memory, Newsreels from the 
Great War”, “The War in Song”, “The Jerries in the North: French refugees 1914–
1918”, “Behind the Wall of Steel: living under the occupation”, “The Sacred Union, 
Cohesion for a Nation in Wartime”, “From the Strongroom to the Debt”, “Families 
at War” on the national and regional channels of France 3; “30 years that shook 
the world”, “First Christmas in the Trenches”, “Let’s go, children!”, “André Mare, 
chameleon of the Great War” on France 5 and “The 16 from 14–18” on France Ô.

FRENCH DRAMA
on France 3 with “Soldier’s Leave” and on France 5 with “The Trousers”.

LIVE CONCERTS
The Sarajevo Concert on 28 June 2014 and the Peace Concert on the Champ-
de-Mars in Paris on 14 July 2014 on France 2. But also special editions of news 
bulletins, reports, theme magazines, short programmes, feature films, etc.



KICK-OFF WITH PRECHT AND DOCUMENTARY WITH CHEERS INTO HELL

ZDF will be screening many programmes between now and early autumn in the 
anniversary year of the First World War. The season gets under way with Precht 
at 0:05 on Sunday, 16 February 2014. Richard David Precht discusses the question 
“1914–2014: Do we learn from history?” with historian and Prussia expert Christopher 
Clark. Cambridge professor Clark believes that there was no need for the First World 
War to happen. In his latest historical best-seller The Sleepwalker, he recounts in 
thrilling detail how the arrogance, bigotry and intransigence of the great European 
powers led directly the pandemonium of war. 

At 20:15 on Tuesday 25 March 2014 , the ZDFzeit documentary With Cheers into 
Hell traces the fate of soldiers on the battlefield and their families on the home front 
through their letters and diaries. In addition to the documentary, ZDF.de will screen a 
multimedia special starting on 24 March 2014. 

The ZDF/ORF TV film The Assassination – Sarajevo 1914 (working title) deals with the 
catalyst for the war and will be broadcast as ‘film of the week’ at 20:15 on Monday 
28 April 2014. The film is directed by Andreas Prochaska, and the protagonists 
are played by Florian Teichtmeister, Melika Foroutan and Heino Ferch. A related 
documentary sketches the background to the serious event and the crisis in July 1914 
that ended in world war. 

ZDF will broadcast parts of the Sarajevo memorial concert by the Vienna Philharmonic 
on 28 June 2014. On this date exactly 100 years ago the heir to the Austro-Hungarian 
throne was assassinated in Sarajevo. The event triggered the First World War. 

A historical reportage The Search for the Lost Sons (working title) reconstructs the 
story of a German infantry regiment and recounts the horrific findings of French 
battlefield archaeologists. The ZDF History series will also be dedicated to the First 
World War. 

In Lesch’s Cosmos Harald Lesch discusses the ground-breaking scientific 
developments in the early 20th century and examines the question of what influence 
they had on the course of the First World War. 

Other programmes on the First World War are still in the planning stage. 

Regularly in the course of the year ZDFinfo will broadcast long series on the First 
World War, under the label History XXL. The major ZDF series A World on Fire will 
also be repeated, as will the three-part miniseries The Reeling Continent produced 
in cooperation with 3sat. From 1 August, ZDFinfo will broadcast one of its own 
documentaries, entitled Home Front – the Berliners and the First World War. Living 
eyewitnesses, some of whom are well over 100 years old, share their memories. 

Further in-depth information on the topics covered in the programmes will be 
provided in a comprehensive on-line offer. 

Photos are available from ZDF Press & Information Telephone: 06131 – 70-16100, 
and at http://pressefoto.zdf.de/presse/precht and http://pressefoto.zdf.de/presse/
mitjubelindiehoelle 

https://presseportal.zdf.de/pm/zdfzeit-mit-jubel-in-die-hoelle/ 

http://twitter.com/ZDF 

Mainz, 12 February 2014
ZDF, Press & Information

ZDF SCHEDULE HIGHLIGHTS 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF FIRST WORLD WAR



THOMAS BELLUT, PROGRAMME DIRECTOR, “MAKING HISTORY ACCESSIBLE  
TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC.”

ZDF commemorates the start of the First World War 100 years ago throughout the 
year with many highlight programmes in its main schedule, in ZDFinfo, on its partner 
channels and on line. ZDF makes a contribution to remembrance and coming 
to terms with the developments that led to the seminal catastrophe of the 20th 
century. 

“Making the conclusions from history accessible to the general public is an 
indispensable part of our remit,” said Dr Thomas Bellut before the ZDF Television 
Board in Mainz. “With the First World War as an example, we can make it clear just 
how important it is to resolve international conflicts peacefully,” stated Bellut. 

Our scheduling aims at using all the various genres to give the public the 
most diverse access to the topic. Besides drama programmes, ZDF will screen 
explanatory documentaries to put history into context. Talk-shows and debates will 
feature historians, scientists and authors such as Christopher Clark and Herfried 
Münkler. News bulletins will report from the remembrance ceremonies, such as in 
Liège, Ypres and Sarajevo. The aim is also to analyse the significance of history for 
our current political situation, for example the crisis in Ukraine. 

In the course of the year, the website http://ersterweltkrieg.zdf.de will feature the 
highlights in the main ZDF schedule. From June, http://heute1914.zdf.de will feature 
weekly news bulletins from 1914. The actual events of the first year of WWI are to 
be presented in the style of the present-day ZDF news bulletins in Today 1914 in 100 
seconds, as if they had just happened. 

We have already broadcast the ZDF/ORF coproduction The Assassination – 
Sarajevo 1914 followed by documentaries and the ZDFzeit documentary With 
Cheers into Hell. 

http://twitter.com/zdf 

Photos are available from 15:00 from ZDF Press & Information, Telephone: 06131 – 
70-16100, and at http://pressefoto.zdf.de/presse/fernsehrat 

Mainz, 16 May 2014
ZDF, Press & Information

ZDF CAMPAIGN TO COMMEMORATE START 
OF FIRST WORLD WAR 100 YEARS AGO




