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Question 21 - "Do you think the Regulation and the Guidelines provide sufficient flexibility to 

adopt new technologies which are likely to be used in 5G? Please explain, preferably with 

examples."  

Question 22 – "Considering the rules for traffic management and specialized services in the 

Regulation, are the Guidelines providing sufficient clarity to the adoption of new network 

technologies such as “network slicing” and “edge computing”? Please explain in detail." 

The European Broadcasting Union (EBU), the European alliance of public service media, and 

its members believe that the 2015 EU Regulation as well as the 2016 BEREC Guidelines 

continue to be critical tools to safeguard the internet's open character as a key driver for 

innovation. Thus, we welcome BEREC's continued commitment to actively supporting national 

regulators as part of the 2018-2020 strategy on fostering a consistent approach of the net 

neutrality.  

User trends show that there is a demand for access to audio and audiovisual media through 

mobile networks and the EBU believes that is likely to continue. EBU and its members have 

been engaging, and will continue to engage, in work to ensure that IP technologies are suitable 

for efficient, economic and sustainable production and distribution of public service media 

(PSM) content. For example, since 2015 European PSM organisations have contributed to the 

3GPP standardisation to enhance the eMBMS standard to take full advantage of the benefits 

of 4G and, eventually, 5G technology.  

For the EU to the lead in 5G will require legislators, regulators and industry to work together to 

test its benefits to, and the potential for EU global leadership in, key issues of European 
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competitive strength like media and the creative industries. We would therefore encourage 

BEREC to recognise the potential for 5G to enhance the production of PSM content and its 

delivery to citizens and consumers across the EU. 

The current Regulation and Guidelines do not represent an impediment to innovation and 

investment in 5G. On the contrary, the existing Rules and Guidelines foster an approach that 

'specialised services' continue to co-exist dynamically alongside a robust internet access 

services (IAS) and the Guidelines recognize that "[N]etwork-slicing in 5G networks may be 

used to deliver specialised services." (page 25, BEREC guidelines) So far, we have not been 

made aware of any actual evidence that telecoms operators' ability to develop and provide 5G 

services is hampered by the current EU regime. In any event, any such evidence would always 

need to be weighed against the importance to the European digital economy and European 

internet users of preserving the open internet, which the net neutrality rules and guidelines are 

intended to deliver.   

Rather than considering any changes to the existing Regulation and Guidelines, it remains 

crucial that national regulatory authorities (NRAs) are highly proactive in their responsibilities, 

their monitoring and in maintaining dialogue with industry. We also very much encourage 

NRAs to continue cooperating with all other competent NRAs and particularly monitor the 

effects of commercial practices (not only regarding IAS offers but also specialised services) on 

the end-users' choice as well as on cultural diversity and media pluralism more generally.   
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