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2020 Overture Initiative for classical concert radio 
presenters: call for candidates 

Overview 
Following a brilliant inaugural edition last year, the EBU today launches its Overture Initiative 
for 2020. This activity aims to bring together people from Member organizations who present 
EBU classical concerts on air, in order to share ideas, develop new ways of working, and raise 
the overall quality of music broadcasting in the Music Exchange. 
Successful candidates will be invited to attend the EBU Plenary Meeting of Music Experts in 
Cologne on 13-15 May 2020, during which a special Overture Initiative programme will be 
organized. 

Why are we running this Initiative? 
Concert presenters have a crucial role in the EBU music community, connecting listeners to 
events, and serving as both curators and storytellers. Often alone behind the microphone, they 
have few occasions to interact with peers in other countries and cultures who have similar 
experiences and face comparable challenges. 
The contribution of classical music and public broadcasting to culture worldwide needs strong 
advocates. Each of us can contribute, especially those having an actual voice on the airwaves. 
Working together on this as a group is more effective than working alone. 

Overture Initiative activities in Cologne 
The selected concert presenters will attend specially tailored workshops led by BBC Academy 
Editor Fran Acheson. As part of this, they will contribute to the creation of a new handbook of 
classical music concert radio presentation, to be published by the end of 2020. Concert 
presenters will attend parts of the Plenary Meeting of Music Experts and participate in the 
evening activities, as organized by hosts WDR and the EBU. 

After Cologne 
Initiative participants will continue to be involved in developing the handbook of best practices. 
They will also be expected to contribute to online discussions around EBU on-air branding. 

Eligibility 
To be considered for selection, candidates must: 

• be currently contracted as a presenter by an EBU Member organization. 
(Associates and Approved Participants are not eligible to participate.) 

• have experience in hosting broadcasts of EBU classical music concerts, both live and 
deferred. 

• have a very good level of English, both spoken and written. 

• have received the approval of their manager/supervisor to participate in all parts of the 
Initiative and be free to travel to Cologne, Germany between 13 and 16 May 2020. 

• not have participated in the 2019 Overture Initiative, nor have attended any previous 
editions of the EBU Plenary Meeting of Music Experts. 

EBU commitment 
For the successful candidates, the EBU will pay for air travel to and from Cologne/Düsseldorf, 
and three nights in a hotel of its choosing (arrival on 13 May, departure on 16 May). Meals will 
be partly provided during the event. All other expenses, including insurance, shall be covered 
by participants’ employers. Hotel and flight reservations will be made by the EBU.  
Where necessary, participants are responsible for obtaining a visa to travel to Germany.  



Application process 
To apply, eligible individuals need to complete an online application form and to send two 
audio files to the EBU, as described below. Selectors are looking for imaginative applications 
that demonstrate creativity, curiosity and a dynamic attitude. 

a) Application form 
This link takes you to the online form. Please complete all sections and submit the form 
by the deadline below. 

b) Audio files 
Please read and follow the instructions below to create two audio files as described. 
Both files should be sent, together, to Maëlle Vanrell (vanrell@ebu.ch) by the deadline 
below, using a standard file transfer service of the applicant’s choice (e.g. WeTransfer, 
Dropbox, Box, etc.). 
The files may be in any standard audio file format. Please include the name of the 
applicant in the file name of each sound file, to make them easily identifiable. 

1. A spoken motivation statement, in English, of no more than 3 minutes, detailing why 
she or he would like to take part, their objectives if successful, how their 
organization would benefit from their presence at the Plenary, and describing their 
perception of the EBU Music Exchange today. 
(Note: audio recording quality will not be judged during the selection process.)  

2. An example of an opening presentation for a classical concert made by the 
candidate as part of the broadcast of an EBU concert in recent months. 
(Note: the language used should be that usually spoken on air in the candidate’s 
organization.)  

Deadline 
For applications to be valid, both the online form and the two audio files must be received by 
the EBU by 16.00 CET on Monday, 16 March 2020. No extensions will be possible. 

Selection process 
A selection committee will discuss each eligible application submitted. The committee shall be 
made up of members of the EBU Classical Music Group and representatives of the EBU Music 
Unit. The committee shall select, on a consensual basis, which application(s) shall receive 
financial support based on the eligibility criteria and the content of the applications. 

The EBU reserves the right to request any further information from applicants that it deems 
necessary for the purposes of evaluating applications. The EBU reserves the right to reject 
any application that might not comply with the criteria set out in this document. The selection 
committee has full discretion to accept or refuse to grant financial support to participate in this 
initiative. All decisions shall be final. 

The EBU shall inform all applicants of the outcome of the selection process by email by Friday, 
20 March 2020. 

Data privacy notice 
By applying to participate in this activity, applicants acknowledge that their personal data will 
be processed according to the EBU Events Privacy Notice. The application form uses the 
Microsoft Forms platform, which may use data for its own purposes in accordance with its own 
Privacy Notice and Terms and Conditions. Successful applicants will register for the EBU Plenary 
Meeting of Music Experts. The EBU uses Cvent as its registration platform, which may use data for 
its own purposes in accordance with its own Privacy Notice and Terms and Conditions.  

Further information 
For any enquiries about the Overture Initiative, please contact: 

Dominic Hickey (hickey@ebu.ch / T +41 22 717 22 31) or  

Pascale Labrie (labrie@ebu.ch / T +41 79 704 38 18) 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=5bM_uHoUpUuaSa29vSD6sSSyQkMnKfNClP0vvzfqIBRUMkxRRE80SThNSlpMUFZITUI2Slo5RUE2NyQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:vanrell@ebu.ch

