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Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights
and Fundamental Freedoms,
as amended by Protocol No. 11
Rome, 4.XI.1950

EXTRACT: Article 10 - Freedom of expression

The text of the Convention had been amended according to the provisions of Protocol No. 3 (ETS No. 45), which entered
into force on 21 September 1970, of Protocol No. 5 (ETS No. 55), which entered into force on 20 December 1971 and of
Protocol No. 8 (ETS No. 118), which entered into force on 1 January 1990, and comprised also the text of Protocol No. 2 (ETS
No. 44) which, in accordance with Article 5, paragraph 3 thereof, had been an integral part of the Convention since its entry
into force on 21 September 1970. All provisions which had been amended or added by these Protocols are replaced by
Protocol No. 11 (ETS No. 155), as from the date of its entry into force on 1 November 1998. As from that date, Protocol No. 9
(ETS No. 140), which entered into force on 1 October 1994, is repealed and Protocol No. 10 (ETS no. 146) has lost its
purpose.
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Article 101 – Freedom of expression
1

Everyone has the right to freedom of expression. This right shall include freedom to hold
opinions and to receive and impart information and ideas without interference by public
authority and regardless of frontiers. This article shall not prevent States from requiring the
licensing of broadcasting, television or cinema enterprises.

2

The exercise of these freedoms, since it carries with it duties and responsibilities, may be subject
to such formalities, conditions, restrictions or penalties as are prescribed by law and are
necessary in a democratic society, in the interests of national security, territorial integrity or
public safety, for the prevention of disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals, for
the protection of the reputation or rights of others, for preventing the disclosure of information
received in confidence, or for maintaining the authority and impartiality of the judiciary.
__________

Complete text of the Convention: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/005.htm

1 Heading added according to the provisions of Protocol No. 11 (ETS No. 155).

